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Amdt. dated December 20, 2005 

Reply to Office Action of September 29 , 2005 

Amendments to the Claims: 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the 
application: 
Listing of Claims: 

Please amend claims 26 and 121 as follows: 
1-25. (canceled) 

26. (currently amended) An electronic safe system comprising: 
a plurality of electronic drop safes located within a local area; and 
a wireless network connecting said plurality of safes into a local area network, each safe 
in the local area network inoluding comprising : 

a bill acceptor mounted within the safe: 

a controller controlling and tracking operation of said safe, interfacing with the 
bill acceptor, and controlling communication : and 

a the bill acceptor interfacing with the controller and operating to determine 
denominations of bills as they are inserted into the bill acceptor and store said bills in a storage 
cassette inside the safe, at least one of the bill acceptor and the controller having firmware which 
is updatable through the wireless network to allow new or improved bills to be accepted, new or 
improved anti-counterfeiting techniques to be incorporated, or to adopt updating changes within 
the controller without the need to open the safe or have access to the storage cassette . 
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27. (previously presented) The electronic safe system of claim 26 wherein the local 
area network includes a communications node for providing wireless communications to an off 
site host system. 

28. (previously presented) The electronic safe system of claim 27 wherein the off site 
host system remotely monitors the plurality of electronic safes in the local area network. 

29. (original) The electronic safe system of claim 27 wherein the 
communications node comprises a wireless modem. 

30. (previously presented) The electronic safe system of claim 26 wherein the local 
area network of electronic safes is connected to an external network. 

31-108. (canceled) 

1 09. (previously presented) The electronic safe system of claim 26 wherein the 
plurality of electronic safes receive currency data updates through the wireless network. 

1 1 0. (previously presented) The electronic safe system of claim 1 09 wherein the 
currency data updates include counterfeiting data. 

111. (previously presented) The electronic safe system of claim 1 09 wherein the 
currency data updates includes data relating to new currency. 

1 12. (previously presented) The electronic safe system of claim 27 wherein the host 
system provides currency data updates to the plurality of electronic safes through the wireless 
network. 
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113. (previously presented) The electronic safe system of claim 26 wherein at least one 
safe in the local area network receives, through the wireless network, firmware updates to said at 
least one safe's controller. 

1 14. (previously presented) The electronic safe system of claim 26 wherein each safe in 
the local area network receives, through the wireless network, algorithm updates for bill 
acceptance. 

1 15. (previously presented) The electronic safe system of claim 26 wherein each safe 
in the local area network further includes a user interface for receiving inputs from a user of the 
safe, 

1 1 6. (previously presented) The electronic safe system of claim 115, wherein the user 
interface includes means for automatically identifying a user of the safe. 

117. (previously presented) The electronic safe system of claim 116 wherein the means 
for automatically identifying a user of the safe comprises a radio frequency identification tag 
antenna for receiving radio frequency identifying data. 

118. (previously presented) The electronic safe system of claim 115 wherein the user 
interface includes an optical interface for optically communicating with a personal digital 
assistant. 

1 1 9. (previously presented) The electronic safe system of claim 26 wherein the 
electronic safe system is networked with at least one other locally networked electronic safe 
system over a wide area through a second, independent wireless network. 

4 

PAGE 7/14 * RCVD AT 12/21/2005 1:48:49 PM [Eastern Standard Time] * SVR:USPTO-EFXRF-6/26 * DNIS:2738300 * CSID:919 806 1690 * DURATION <mm-ss):04-16 



12-2 1 -OS; 2 : 4QPW ; PR I EST LAW OFFICES ;91© S06 1690 



Appl. No. 09/960,595 

Amdt. dated December 20, 2005 

Reply to Office Action of September 29, 2005 

120. (previously presented) The electronic safe system of claim 119 wherein one of the 
electronic safes in the local area network functions as a local host capable of communicating over 
both the local area network and the wide area network. 

1 2 L (currently amended) An electronic safe system comprising: 
a plurality of electronic drop safes located within a local area; and 
a network connecting said plurality of safes into a local area network, each safe in the 
local area network includin g comprising : 

a bill acceptor mounted within the safe: 

a controlle r controlling and tacking operation of said safe, interfacing with the bill 
acceptor, and controlling communication : and 

a - the b ill acceptor interfacing with the controlle r and operating to determine 
denominations of bills as they are inserted into the bill acceptor and store said bills in a storage 
cassette inside the safe, at least one of the bill acceptor and the controller havmg programmed so 
that its firmware which is updatable through the networ k to allow new or improved bills to be 
accepted, new or improved anti-counterfeiting techniques to be incorporated, or to adopt 
updating changes within the controller without the need to open the safe or have access to the 
storage cassette . 
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